Shanaghan Family Statement

We would like to thank the Ombudsman for this report into police wrong doing in relation to the murder of our brother Patrick. Our initial reaction is to welcome the findings by the Ombudsman that: 'The families concerns about collusive activity are legitimate and justified’. These collusive behaviours include the passing of information by members of the security forces to loyalist paramilitaries; the deliberate destruction of files by security forces; the failures of Special Branch in handling informants; the 'turning of a blind eye’ and failures of security force intelligence and surveillance that allowed weapons to get into the hands of paramilitaries and be used in the murder of Patrick and others.

This is yet another indictment of the British Government and the police service.  It highlights again how unjustly Patrick was treated and it supports our long held belief that collusion between security forces and loyalist paramilitaries led to the murder of Patrick. 

It is shocking for us now to think back to what Patrick suffered at the hands of the RUC and other security forces. He was subjected to a 10 year campaign of relentless harassment by the security forces which included him being stopped and searched virtually every day and on many occasions 2 or 3 times a day; our home was searched and ransacked on a regular basis; Patrick’s security details were leaked to loyalist paramilitaries; RUC officers told him they would have him assassinated by loyalists and after his murder they boasted to others they had got ‘Patrick Shanaghan sorted'. 

Despite the many death threats, when those threats became reality and Patrick was murdered on his way to work on the 12th August 1991, the day after his 33rd birthday, we were in a state of shock. We waited for information about how Patrick died, whether he died quickly and wondered was he alone. We got no information ever from the police. To this day, they have never contacted us.

The Inquest into Patrick’s death was held 5 years later and it was a harrowing experience for us. We are so grateful to our family solicitor Frank Collins, who helped us so much during this ordeal and the information he was able to extract from the RUC made it possible for us to start our fight for justice for Patrick. By the end of the inquest, we were all so outraged by the conduct of the RUC we got together with our local community and various human rights groups and the Castlederg/Aghyaran Justice Group was formed. 

The Committee on the Administration of Justice (CAJ) offered to help us and we took Patrick’s story to Strasbourg where we won a significant judgment against the British Government. The judges, including a British Judge, unanimously ruled that the British Government had violated Patrick's right to life by not conducting a proper and thorough investigation following his murder.  

Our mother, who lived through all the harassment Patrick suffered, was heartbroken after his death, but the support of friends and family and her determination to get justice for Patrick gave her the strength and courage to carry on. We were so glad she was with us for the European Court ruling and had she been alive she would have been encouraged again by this report today. It is a disgrace that Boris Johnson is trying to stop other families from getting justice for their loved ones by halting all further inquests and investigations. 

The facts haven’t changed: Patrick was arrested and detained 10 times without any charge ever being made against him. Our home was searched 16 times without anything ever being found. He was continually harassed and targeted by the security forces for 10 years before he was murdered. Indeed such was the intensity of the harassment from the security forces, we have always believed that this was not just the actions of a few officers on the ground, but was carried out with the knowledge and approval of senior officers and policy makers. While we may never see Patrick's killer convicted of his murder we believe that all those involved in this conspiracy against Patrick are as guilty of his murder as the person who pulled the trigger.

What is most distressing for us was the blatant disregard the RUC had for Patrick’s life and the inexcusable refusal of police to allow medical assistance for Patrick after he was shot. As in life, Patrick was in death, denied the most basic of human rights.

Our family will never have Patrick back again and nothing can undo the suffering Patrick had to endure. We stated at the time of Patrick's murder that we did not want any reprisals and did not want another family to suffer what we suffered and we still stand by that sentiment.  But that does not mean we want the suffering that Patrick endured to go unnoticed. We want people to know what Patrick had to endure in his daily life and the ultimate sacrifice he made because he refused to be driven from his home.  

It may be 30 years since Patrick was murdered but he is not forgotten. We would call on anyone who has any information about Patrick’s murder to come forward, even at this late stage and help us continue our quest for truth and justice. 

